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the noise is not required to be imme-
diately corrected under part 229, the
railroad shall maintain a record of the
report, and repair or replace the item
identified as substantially contributing
to the noise:

(i) On or before the next periodic in-
spection required by §229.23; or

(ii) If the railroad determines that
the repair or replacement of the item
requires significant shop or material
resources that are not readily avail-
able, at the time of the next major
equipment repair commonly used for
the particular type of maintenance
needed.

(2) Conditions that may lead a loco-
motive cab occupant to file an exces-
sive noise report include, but are not
limited to: defective cab window seals;
defective cab door seals; broken or in-
operative windows; deteriorated insula-
tion or insulation that has been re-
moved for other reasons; broken or in-
operative doors; and air brakes that
vent inside of the cab.

(3) A railroad has an obligation to re-
spond to an excessive noise report that
a locomotive cab occupant files. The
railroad meets its obligation to re-
spond to an excessive noise report, as
set forth in paragraph (b)(1) of this sec-
tion, if the railroad makes a good faith
effort to identify the cause of the re-
ported noise, and where the railroad is
successful in determining the cause, if
the railroad repairs or replaces the
items cause the noise.

(4) Recordkeeping. (i) A railroad shall
maintain a written or electronic record
of any excessive noise report, inspec-
tion, test, maintenance, replacement,
or repair completed pursuant to
§229.121(b) and the date on which that
inspection, test, maintenance, replace-
ment, or repair occurred. If a railroad
elects to maintain an electronic
record, the railroad must satisfy the
conditions listed in §227.121(a)(2)(1)
through (v).

(ii) The railroad shall retain these
records for 92 days if they are made
pursuant to §229.21, or for one year if
they are made pursuant to §229.23.

(iii) The railroad shall establish an
internal, auditable, monitorable sys-
tem that contains these records.

[71 FR 63136, Oct. 27, 2006]

§229.125

§229.123 Pilots, snowplows, end plates.

(a) Each lead locomotive shall be
equipped with a pilot, snowplow, or end
plate that extends across both rails.
The minimum clearance above the rail
of the pilot, snowplow or end plate
shall be 3 inches. Except as provided in
paragraph (b) of this section, the max-
imum clearance shall be 6 inches. When
the locomotive is equipped with a com-
bination of the equipment listed in this
paragraph, each extending across both
rails, only the lowest piece of that
equipment must satisfy clearance re-
quirements of this section.

(b) To provide clearance for passing
over retarders, locomotives utilized in
hump yard or switching service at
hump yard locations may have pilot,
snowplow, or end plate maximum
height of 9 inches.

(1) Each locomotive equipped with a
pilot, snowplow, or end plate with
clearance above 6 inches shall be
prominently stenciled at each end of
the locomotive with the words ‘‘9-inch
Maximum End Plate Height, Yard or
Trail Service Only.”

(2) When operated in switching serv-
ice in a leading position, locomotives
with a pilot, snowplow, or end plate
clearance above 6 inches shall be lim-
ited to 10 miles per hour over grade
crossings.

(3) Train crews shall be notified in
writing of the restrictions on the loco-
motive, by label or stencil in the cab,
or by written operating instruction
given to the crew and maintained in
the cab of the locomotive.

(4) Pilot, snowplow, or end plate
clearance above 6 inches shall be noted
in the remarks section of Form FRA
6180-49a.

(5) Locomotives with a pilot, snow-
plow, or end plate clearance above 6
inches shall not be placed in the lead
position when being moved under sec-
tion §229.9.

[77T FR 21347, Apr. 9, 2012]

§229.125 Headlights and
lights.

(a) Each lead locomotive used in road
service shall illuminate its headlight
while the locomotive is in use. When il-
luminated, the headlight shall produce
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